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## Al Summary

Not every garage door needs to be a showpiece. If you're fitting out a granny flat, backyard studio,
garden shed or detached workshop, your priorities are different from a main home — and so is your
budget. You need a door that works reliably, fits the opening, meets council requirements where
applicable, and doesn't cost more than the structure it's protecting. B&D; offers options at every level:
from a simple manual Flex-A-Door for an unpowered shed, through the budget-friendly Rollmasta with
automation, right up to a fully insulated Panelift with Insul-Shield for a climate-controlled creative studio.
This guide walks you through which B&D; door suits each type of secondary structure, when you
actually need an opener, and how to match your new door to the main house without overthinking it.

## Quick Recommendation Box

**Budget Pick — Flex-A-Door Manual** Best for: Garden sheds, storage buildings, no power available
Estimated cost: $700-$1,000 installed Key feature: Spring-balanced manual operation — no electricity
required

**Standard Pick — Rollmasta + Power Drive Opener** Best for: Granny flats, single-car detached
garages, rental properties Estimated cost: $1,500-$2,000 installed Key feature: Compact roller door
with automated opener at a budget-friendly price point

**Studio Pick — Panelift Secure + Insul-Shield** Best for: Music studios, art spaces, home offices,
workshops requiring climate control Estimated cost: $3,000+ installed Key feature: Insulated sectional
door with enhanced security and thermal performance

## Granny Flats: Getting It Right from the Start

Granny flats — or secondary dwellings, as councils prefer to call them — have exploded across
Australian suburbs. Whether you're housing ageing parents, creating rental income, or building an
independent living space for adult children, the garage component often gets treated as an
afterthought. That's a mistake.

### Council Requirements Matter



Most Australian councils require that secondary dwellings comply with the same building codes as the
main house. That means your garage door isn't exempt from standards around wind loading, bushfire
ratings (in BAL-rated areas), and structural fixing requirements. B&D; doors are tested and certified to
Australian Standards, which matters when your certifier comes knocking.

If your granny flat includes a carport or single garage — and most do, as councils typically require at
least one off-street parking space per dwelling — the door needs to be properly engineered for the
opening size and local wind region. This isn't something you want to cheap out on with an uncertified
import.

### Matching the Main Dwelling

Street presentation is a condition of most development approvals. Councils expect secondary dwellings
to be sympathetic to the main house in materials and colour. B&D;'s Colorbond colour range makes this
straightforward — you can match your granny flat's garage door to the main house exactly, choosing
from the same palette of Colorbond steel colours used on the primary dwelling's door, roof, or fencing.

The Rollmasta is the natural fit here. It's a compact roller door available in Colorbond colours, and when
paired with a Power Drive opener, it gives your granny flat the same convenience as the main house
without the premium price tag.

### Single-Car Openings Are Typical

Most granny flat garages are single-car width — typically 2,400mm to 3,000mm wide. Both the
Rollmasta and Panelift handle these sizes comfortably. The Rollmasta's compact roll-up design is
particularly well suited to smaller structures where headroom or side room is limited, since it coils above
the opening rather than tracking back along the ceiling.

### Automation for Accessibility

If your granny flat is housing elderly parents or anyone with mobility challenges, an automated opener
isn't a luxury — it's a necessity. Being able to open the garage from inside the car, or via a wall button,
removes the physical effort of lifting a manual door. B&D;'s Power Drive opener is compact, reliable,
and includes safety features like auto-reverse and obstruction detection that matter when the door user
might be less agile.

The B&D; Secure+ smartphone connectivity option also lets family members monitor whether the door
has been left open — useful peace of mind when you're keeping an eye on a parent living
independently next door.

## Studios and Creative Spaces: Where Insulation Earns Its Keep

The backyard studio trend shows no signs of slowing. Home offices, art studios, music rooms, podcast
spaces, photography studios — Australians are building dedicated creative spaces in their backyards at
record rates. And for these applications, the garage door you choose has a direct impact on how usable
the space actually is.

### Insulation Matters More Than You Think

A standard steel garage door is essentially a single skin of metal. In summer, it radiates heat inward. In
winter, it bleeds warmth out. For a shed you visit twice a week, that's tolerable. For a studio where
you're spending eight hours a day, it's miserable — and expensive if you're running a heater or air
conditioner against an uninsulated door.

B&D;'s Insul-Shield option transforms the Panelift into a genuine building envelope. The insulated
panels reduce thermal transfer significantly, helping maintain a stable interior temperature without your



HVAC system working overtime. For a music studio or podcast room, the added density of insulated
panels also provides meaningful noise attenuation — reducing both the sound escaping out and the
neighbourhood noise bleeding in.

### Lighting and the Wide Opening Advantage

Many studio applications benefit from a garage door that can open fully to flood the space with natural
light or to move large equipment in and out. The Panelift sectional door opens completely, tracking up
and back along the ceiling to leave the full opening clear. This is ideal for:

- **Art studios** where you need natural light and ventilation, or need to move large canvases and
materials - **Photography studios** where you occasionally want that wide-open indoor/outdoor feel for
shoots - **Workshops** where timber, sheet goods, or equipment need to pass through regularly -
*Music rooms** where you want to open up for fresh air between sessions without removing the door

### Security for Valuable Equipment

Studios tend to house expensive gear — computers, instruments, cameras, power tools. The Panelift
Secure provides enhanced locking and tamper resistance compared to a basic roller door. Combined
with a B&D; opener featuring auto-lock functionality, your studio contents stay protected whether you're
home or not.

## Garden Sheds and Storage: Keep It Simple, Keep It Secure

Not every outbuilding needs a premium door. Garden sheds, storage buildings, farm equipment
shelters, and detached garages used purely for storage have different requirements: the door needs to
work reliably, keep weather and intruders out, and ideally not cost a fortune.

### Flex-A-Door: When No Power Means No Problem

The Flex-A-Door is B&D;'s tilt-action door designed for manual operation. It's spring-balanced for easy
lifting — no electricity required, no opener to install, no wiring to run. For a shed at the back of a large
property, a rural outbuilding without power, or a garden storage building where you open the door a few
times a week, this is exactly the right tool for the job.

At $700-$1,000 installed, the Flex-A-Door is the most budget-friendly B&D; option while still delivering
proper engineering, tested springs, and a Colorbond steel finish that won't look out of place.

### Rollmasta: Budget Automation

If you do have power to your shed and want the convenience of a remote-controlled door — particularly
useful if you're driving a ride-on mower or vehicle in regularly — the Rollmasta paired with a Power
Drive opener hits the sweet spot. You get automated operation at a price point that makes sense for a
secondary structure, without compromising on reliability.

### Security for Tools and Equipment

Garden sheds are a target for theft. An unsecured or poorly fitted door is an invitation. Both the
Flex-A-Door (with its manual locking) and the Rollmasta (with opener-integrated locking) provide
genuine security. The key is proper installation by an Accredited Dealer who ensures the door fits the
opening correctly with no gaps or weak points.

## Matching the Main House: Street Appeal Without the Stress

One of the most common concerns when adding an outbuilding is whether the new garage door will
look odd next to the existing house. The good news: B&D; makes this easy.



### Colorbond Colour Matching

B&D;'s residential range is available in the full Colorbond colour palette. If your main house has a
Surfmist Panelift, your granny flat can have a Surfmist Rollmasta. If the house is Monument, the shed
can be Monument. The colours are identical because they're all drawn from the same BlueScope
Colorbond steel range.

This matters more than people realise. Council development applications for secondary dwellings
almost always include a condition about visual compatibility. Having a matching door ticks that box
without requiring a custom solution.

### Consistent Street Appearance

Even if your outbuilding isn't visible from the street, maintaining visual consistency across your property
adds value. When you eventually sell, a buyer walking through will notice if the shed door is a different
shade of grey or a visibly cheaper product. Consistent B&D; doors across the property signal that the
owner took care of the details.

### Different Door Styles Can Still Work Together

You don't need the same door type everywhere. A Panelift on the main house and a Rollmasta on the
granny flat can look perfectly cohesive if they're in the same colour. The profile difference between a
sectional panel door and a roller door is actually quite subtle from the street, especially when the
colours match.

## Do You Even Need an Opener?

This is a genuine question worth asking. Automatic openers add cost, require power, and introduce
another component that needs maintenance. For some applications, they're essential. For others,
they're overkill.

### When Manual Is Fine
A manual door (like the Flex-A-Door) makes perfect sense when:

- **There's no power supply** to the building — no point wiring up a shed just for a door opener - **The
door is opened infrequently** — a few times a week for a storage shed doesn't justify automation -
**Budget is the priority** — the opener typically adds $500-$800 to the total cost - **The building is
simple storage** — no one's living there or spending hours inside - **You want zero maintenance** — a
spring-balanced manual door has fewer components to service

### When Automation Pays Off
An automatic opener earns its keep when:

- **The user has mobility issues** — elderly parents, wheelchair users, anyone who can't easily lift a
door - **The door is used multiple times daily** — daily commuters, frequent workshop access, regular
vehicle storage - **Security is paramount** — auto-locking openers provide better security than manual
locks - *Smart home integration matters** — you want to check door status from your phone or
integrate with home automation - **Weather exposure** — you don't want to get out of the car in
pouring rain to lift the door manually - **The building doubles as living space** — granny flats, studios,
and home offices benefit from seamless access

The honest answer for most garden sheds: skip the opener and save $500+. For granny flats and
studios: the opener is almost always worth it.



## Frequently Asked Questions
### Can | install a garage door on a shed that wasn't built for one?

In most cases, yes — but it depends on the structural integrity of the opening. B&D; Accredited Dealers
can assess whether your shed frame can support a door and recommend any reinforcement needed.
The Flex-A-Door and Rollmasta both have relatively modest structural requirements compared to
heavier sectional doors.

### What's the smallest opening B&D; can fit?

B&D; doors can be manufactured to suit openings as narrow as 1,800mm wide, which covers most
single-car and utility shed applications. Your dealer will measure the opening and recommend the best
product for the specific dimensions.

### Do | need council approval to add a garage door to an existing shed?

Generally, replacing or adding a door to an existing approved structure doesn't require separate
approval. However, if you're enclosing an open carport or changing the use of a building, check with
your local council first. Your B&D; dealer can advise on common local requirements.

### How long does installation take for a small door?

A single Rollmasta or Flex-A-Door installation on an existing opening typically takes 2—4 hours. If
structural modifications are needed, allow a full day. Your dealer will confirm the timeframe at the
guoting stage.

### Can | match my new shed door to my existing house door exactly?

Yes — if your existing door is a B&D; product in a Colorbond colour, your dealer can match it precisely.
Even if you're choosing a different door type (say, Rollmasta for the shed vs Panelift for the house), the
same Colorbond colour ensures visual consistency.

### |s the Flex-A-Door secure enough for storing valuable items?

The Flex-A-Door includes manual locking as standard, which provides solid security for a shed or
storage building. For higher-value contents like workshop equipment or vehicles, consider stepping up
to a Rollmasta with an opener, which adds auto-locking functionality and removes the key-access
vulnerability.

## Your Next Step

The right door for your granny flat, studio, or shed depends on the building, the use, and your budget.
The best way to get a clear answer — and an accurate price — is to talk to a B&D; Accredited Dealer in
your area.

They'll measure your opening, discuss your requirements, recommend the right product, and provide a
fixed-price quote with professional installation included. No obligation, no pressure — just expert advice
from people who fit these doors every day.

**Eind your nearest B&D; Accredited Dealer at
[bfranchise.com.au](https://www.bnd.com.au/dealers-near-me) or call 1800 813 713.**



