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## Al Summary

Choosing between the B&D; Flex-A-Door and the B&D; Roll-A-Door comes down to one fundamental
guestion: do you need a reliable manual roller door, or are you building around automation and
long-term premium performance? Both are genuine B&D; roller doors built to Australian standards, but
they serve distinctly different needs. The Flex-A-Door is a spring-assisted manual roller door that
operates without power, making it ideal for sheds, detached garages, and properties where running
electricity to the garage is impractical or unnecessary. The Roll-A-Door is engineered from the ground
up for automated operation, featuring Nylofelt® running strips for quiet, smooth cycling and a 7-year
steel curtain warranty that reflects its premium build. This guide breaks down everything you need to
know to pick the right B&D; roller door for your situation.

## What They Share

Both doors share a surprising amount of common ground. Both the Flex-A-Door and Roll-A-Door are
manufactured by B&D;, Australia's most recognised garage door brand. They share the same
Colorbond® steel colour range, giving you consistent aesthetic options regardless of which model you
choose. Both doors use a roller mechanism where a steel curtain winds around a central drum at the
top of the opening, and both require Nylofelt® running strips in their vertical guides for smooth, quiet
travel.

Maintenance requirements are virtually identical across both models. B&D; recommends washing the
door with clean water and a soft cloth every 14 days to maintain the finish — more frequently in coastal
or industrial environments. Guide surfaces should be kept clean and free of obstructions, and silicon
spray can be used after cleaning (never WD-40 or oil-based sprays, which attract dirt and degrade the
Nylofelt® strips). Both doors should have their operation checked at least every six months, with
professional servicing by an experienced door technician recommended every 12 months for spring
tension adjustment and general inspection.

Both doors are also available in a range of standard sizes to suit single and double garage openings,
and both can be colour-matched to your home's exterior using the Colorbond® palette.

## Flex-A-Door Deep Dive
### How It Works



The Flex-A-Door is B&D;'s spring-assisted manual roller door. It uses a spring counterbalance system
that offsets the weight of the steel curtain, allowing you to open and close the door by hand with
minimal effort. B&D; specifies that the manual operating force should not exceed 20 kg — a
comfortable lift for most adults. The door curtain rolls onto a central drum at the top of the opening, just
like any roller door, but the entire system is designed to operate without electricity.

The Flex-A-Door features a retractable curtain system with adjustable straps and lead-in tracks that
guide the curtain smoothly into position. The engineering tolerances are tight — B&D; allows only 5-6
mm of sideways movement in the curtain, which means the track work must be parallel and square for
proper operation. Replaceable roller carriages run within the guides, and plastic curves at the corners
ensure smooth transition from vertical travel to the horizontal roll onto the drum.

### Space Requirements

One of the Flex-A-Door's standout advantages is its minimal headroom requirement. A manual
Flex-A-Door needs just **40 mm of headroom** — significantly less than most garage door types. If you
plan to add an automatic opener later, the requirement increases to **130 mm**. For installations where
you want the top of the curtain to remain perfectly straight (an aesthetic preference), B&D; recommends
**160 mm** for manual operation or **210 mm** with an opener.

Sideroom requirement is a modest *100 mm** on each side using guide clips.

Garage depth requirements depend on the door height and curtain configuration: - Door heights up to
2,130 mm with 2—3 curtain sheets: minimum **2,950 mm** garage depth - Door heights up to 2,790 mm
with 3 curtain sheets: minimum **3,610 mm** garage depth

### Who It Is For

The Flex-A-Door is purpose-built for situations where simplicity and independence from power are
priorities. It is the natural choice for:

- **Sheds and workshops** where running electrical wiring is impractical or cost-prohibitive -
**Detached garages** that may not have a dedicated power supply - **Rental properties** where a
no-fuss, low-maintenance door reduces landlord headaches - **Secondary garages** that see less
frequent use and do not justify automation costs - *Budget-conscious builds** where the priority is a
quality B&D; door without the premium of automation-ready engineering - **Properties in remote or
off-grid locations** where power reliability is a concern

#H## Warranty

The Flex-A-Door is covered by a **1-year warranty** for the complete door and all parts in normal
residential use. This warranty is conditional on following B&D;'s recommended care and maintenance
schedule, including six-monthly operation checks and annual professional servicing.

## Roll-A-Door Deep Dive
### How It Works

The Roll-A-Door is B&D;'s premium roller door, engineered specifically for automated operation.
Available in Series 1, 2, and 3 configurations, the Roll-A-Door is designed to work seamlessly with
B&D;'s Controll-A-Door opener system. The door curtain winds onto a central axle and drum, with fixed
vertical guides holding the curtain laterally. Nylofelt® running strips line the inside of these guides,
providing a low-friction surface that reduces noise and wear during each opening and closing cycle.

The Roll-A-Door can be installed in either side-mount or front-mount configurations, giving installers
flexibility to work with different garage structures. While designed for automation, the Roll-A-Door also
includes a manual override — when the drive unit is disengaged, the door can be operated by hand,
providing a fail-safe mode during power outages.



The pre-painted finish uses a silicone-modified polyester paint system for enhanced durability.
Independent tapers are available as customisation options, and the central axle system requires
periodic centralisation to maintain optimal performance.

### Premium Features
What sets the Roll-A-Door apart is its integration with B&D;'s broader smart garage ecosystem:

- **Controll-A-Door compatibility**: Designed for seamless pairing with B&D;'s automatic opener range -
*Auto-Lock integration**: B&D;'s Auto-Lock system is specifically designed for Roll-A-Door models
(and sectional overhead doors). The Auto-Lock provides electronic deadbolt security that can be
controlled via the B&D; mobile app, with remote monitoring and natifications. This is a security feature
that simply is not available for the Flex-A-Door - **Nylofelt® running strips**: Factory-fitted low-friction
strips that deliver noticeably quieter operation compared to standard guide materials - **Smart home
ready**: Through the Controll-A-Door and Auto-Lock ecosystem, the Roll-A-Door integrates with
app-based control, scheduling, and monitoring

### Space Requirements

The Roll-A-Door is available for door openings up to **2,790 mm in height** and **3,100 mm in width**,
The door should be **60 mm wider than the opening** (30 mm minimum overlap on each side).
Sideroom and headroom requirements vary by series and configuration — your B&D; dealer will
confirm exact requirements based on your specific opening dimensions and chosen series.

### Warranty
The Roll-A-Door comes with a significantly stronger warranty than the Flex-A-Door:

- **7-year warranty** on the steel door curtain, covering steel cracking and lock seam failure (plus
associated labour) - **1-year warranty** on locking mechanism, all other components, and associated
labour

This 7-year curtain warranty reflects B&D;'s confidence in the Roll-A-Door's build quality and materials.
As with all B&D; warranties, coverage is conditional on proper maintenance, including the 14-day wash
cycle and annual professional servicing.

## Comparison Table

| Feature | Flex-A-Door | Roll-A-Door | |---|---|---| | **Operation** | Spring-assisted manual | Automated
(Controll-A-Door) | | **Power Required** | No | Yes (for automation) | | **Manual Override** | Native
manual operation | Yes (disengage drive unit) | | **Automation Ready** | Can add opener later |
Designed for automation | | **Auto-Lock Compatible** | No | Yes | | **Nylofelt® Strips** | Yes | Yes | |
**Noise Level** | Low | Very low (optimised for cycling) | | **Minimum Headroom** | 40 mm (manual) /
130 mm (with opener) | Varies by series | | **Sideroom** | 100 mm per side | 30 mm overlap minimum
per side | | **Steel Curtain Warranty** | 1 year | 7 years | | *Components Warranty** | 1 year | 1 year | |
**Colorbond® Range** | Full range | Full range | | **Smart Home Integration** | No | Yes (via app
ecosystem) | | **Best For** | Sheds, secondary garages, no-power sites | Primary residence, daily
automated use |

## When Flex-A-Door Is the Right Choice

The Flex-A-Door earns its place in the B&D; lineup by solving a specific set of problems exceptionally
well. If any of the following scenarios describe your situation, the Flex-A-Door is likely the smarter
choice:

*No power to the garage.** This is the most straightforward case. If your shed, detached garage, or
outbuilding does not have electricity — and running power to it would be expensive or impractical — the
Flex-A-Door gives you a quality B&D; roller door that works entirely on spring tension. No wiring, no



electrician, no ongoing power costs.

**Sheds and workshops.** For standalone structures used for storage, hobby work, or vehicle shelter,
the Flex-A-Door delivers everything you need without overengineering the solution. Its minimal 40 mm
headroom requirement is particularly valuable in sheds where ceiling height is limited.

**Rental properties.** Landlords appreciate the Flex-A-Door's simplicity. There are no openers to
malfunction, no remotes to lose, and no electronics to troubleshoot. The door operates mechanically,
reducing maintenance calls and repair costs.

*Budget-conscious projects.** When you want the quality and reputation of a B&D; door but need to
keep project costs down, the Flex-A-Door delivers genuine B&D; build quality at a more accessible
price point.

*Secondary or infrequently used garages.** If you have a two-car setup and only one garage is used
daily, automating both may not be justified. A Flex-A-Door on the secondary garage keeps costs
proportional to use.

## When Roll-A-Door Is Better

The Roll-A-Door is the right choice when the garage door is a daily-use entry point and you want the full
benefit of B&D;'s automation and security ecosystem:

**Dalily use from the primary residence.** If you drive in and out every day, the convenience of
automated operation pays for itself quickly. No getting out of the car in the rain, no manual lifting, no
hassle.

*Smart home integration.** If you are building or upgrading a connected home, the Roll-A-Door slots
into the B&D; app ecosystem. Open and close from your phone. Check status remotely. Set schedules.
Receive alerts.

**Security is a priority.** The Auto-Lock system, designed specifically for Roll-A-Door and sectional
doors, provides electronic deadbolt locking with app-based control and monitoring. If garage security
matters — and for most primary residences, it should — the Roll-A-Door plus Auto-Lock combination is
hard to match.

**[_ong-term value.** The 7-year steel curtain warranty is more than a number — it is a reflection of the
materials and engineering that go into the Roll-A-Door. For a door that will cycle thousands of times
over its lifetime, that extended warranty provides meaningful peace of mind.

**Quiet operation matters.** While both doors use Nylofelt® strips, the Roll-A-Door's entire system is
optimised for powered cycling. If the garage is adjacent to bedrooms or living areas, the reduced noise
of automated operation through a purpose-designed system makes a noticeable difference.

## Can You Automate a Flex-A-Door Later?

Yes — with caveats. The Flex-A-Door can accept an automatic opener, but there are important
considerations:

**Headroom increases.** A manual Flex-A-Door needs only 40 mm of headroom. Adding an opener
pushes that requirement to 130 mm (or 210 mm if you want a perfectly straight curtain top). If your
garage was built to the manual minimum, you may not have enough clearance for an opener without
structural modification.

**|t was not designed for it.** While B&D; supports adding an opener to a Flex-A-Door, the door was
fundamentally engineered for manual operation. The Roll-A-Door, by contrast, was designed from day
one to pair with a Controll-A-Door opener. The integration, longevity, and performance of a
purpose-built automated system will always exceed that of a retrofitted one.



*No Auto-Lock.** Even with an opener added, the Flex-A-Door does not support B&D;'s Auto-Lock
system. If electronic deadbolt security is on your wish list, you need a Roll-A-Door.

**The practical advice:** If you think you might want automation in the future, it is worth seriously
considering the Roll-A-Door from the start. The cost difference at installation is typically less than the
cost of retrofitting an opener later, and you get a door engineered for the purpose from day one.

## Frequently Asked Questions

### Are both doors available in the same colours? Yes. Both the Flex-A-Door and Roll-A-Door are
available in the full Colorbond® steel colour range, so you can match either door to your home's
exterior without compromise.

### Can | use a Flex-A-Door on my main garage? Absolutely. The Flex-A-Door is a quality B&D; roller
door suitable for any garage. The question is not whether it can do the job, but whether you will miss
the convenience of automation. If you are happy operating the door by hand, the Flex-A-Door will serve
you well on a primary garage.

### How much quieter is the Roll-A-Door? Both doors use Nylofelt® running strips for reduced friction
and noise. The Roll-A-Door's advantage comes from its entire system being optimised for automated
cycling — the opener, the curtain travel, and the guide system are all engineered to work together. In
practice, a Roll-A-Door with a Controll-A-Door opener is noticeably quieter than a manually operated
door of any type.

### What maintenance do both doors need? Maintenance is essentially identical: wash with clean
water and a soft cloth every 14 days, keep guides clean and free of obstructions, use silicon spray
(never WD-40 or oil-based products), check operation every six months, and have professional
servicing annually. Both doors use Nylofelt® strips that should be cleaned with mineral turpentine or
methylated spirits as needed.

### |s the Flex-A-Door less secure than the Roll-A-Door? The Flex-A-Door includes a standard locking
mechanism and provides solid physical security. However, the Roll-A-Door has access to B&D;'s
Auto-Lock system — an electronic deadbolt with app-based monitoring and control — which represents
a significant security upgrade. For properties where garage security is a high priority, the Roll-A-Door
with Auto-Lock offers a level of protection the Flex-A-Door cannot match.

### Which door is better for high-wind areas? Both B&D; roller doors are built to Australian standards.
For specific wind-rated requirements, consult your B&D; dealer about available wind-lock options and
configurations for your region. The structural substrate and fixing method are critical factors that apply
equally to both door types — fixing must be into solid timber, masonry, or steel, and the structure must
be assessed for suitability.



