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Details:

It's the great Australian garage door debate: sectional or roller? Both types dominate the market, and
both have passionate advocates. The truth is, neither is universally "better" — the right choice depends
on your home, your priorities, and how you use your garage. B&D; manufactures Australia's
best-selling doors in both categories, so this comparison is genuinely unbiased. Let's break it down.

## How They Work: The Fundamental Difference
### Roller Doors (Roll-Up Doors)

A roller door consists of a steel curtain made from interlocking slats. When opened, the curtain wraps
around a barrel (drum) mounted above the door opening. The entire door rolls up into a compact coil.

*B&D; roller door range:** - Roll-A-Door — Australia's iconic roller door - Roll-A-Door Neo (R1N) —
Modern updated design - Flex-A-Door — Flexible residential option - Rollmasta — Budget-friendly entry
point - Wind-Rated Roll-A-Door — Cyclone-rated for high-wind areas

### Sectional Doors (Panel Lift Doors)

A sectional door consists of horizontal panels (typically 4-5) connected by hinges. When opened, the
panels travel along curved tracks, transitioning from vertical to horizontal, and stack flat beneath the
garage ceiling.

*B&D; sectional door range:** - Panelift — Core residential sectional door - Panelift lcon — Premium
with enhanced design options - BAL-Maze — Bushfire Attack Level rated - Storm-Shield —
Weather-resistant for storm-prone regions

## Head-to-Head Comparison
### Space and Headroom
**Roller doors win on headroom.**

- *Roller:** Requires minimal headroom above the opening — the curtain wraps tightly around the
barrel. Ideal for garages with low ceilings or where you want to maximise overhead storage space. -
**Sectional:** Requires ceiling space for the horizontal panel stack. Typically needs 200-400mm of
headroom above the opening, plus sufficient ceiling depth for the panels to lay flat. This rules out
ceiling-mounted storage directly behind the door.

**Sectional doors win on side room.**



- **Roller:** Guide tracks sit on either side of the opening, but the barrel mechanism is relatively
contained. - **Sectional:** Tracks curve from the sides to the ceiling, requiring some side clearance.

**\/erdict:** If headroom is limited or you want ceiling storage, go roller. If ceiling space is abundant,
both work well.

### Design and Street Appeal
**Sectional doors win on design flexibility.**

- **Roller:** Clean, simple appearance. Available in Colorbond colours. The Roll-A-Door Neo offers a
more contemporary look than the classic Roll-A-Door. However, design options are inherently limited
by the roll-up curtain format. - **Sectional:** Far greater design versatility. B&D; Panelift Icon offers
multiple panel configurations, the Natural Finishes range delivers timber-look aesthetics, and Sheer
Panel options allow natural light. Panel doors can accommodate windows, decorative inserts, and
premium finishes that roller doors simply can't match.

**\/erdict:** If street appeal and design are priorities, sectional doors offer significantly more options.
For a clean, understated look, both work well.

### Insulation and Energy Efficiency
**Sectional doors win on insulation.**

- **Roller:** Single-skin steel curtain provides minimal insulation. Some noise dampening from the
interlocking slat design, but thermal performance is basic. - **Sectional:** Panel construction can
incorporate insulation layers, providing meaningful thermal resistance. B&D;'s sectional range includes
insulation options that reduce heat transfer — a genuine benefit for attached garages, especially in
Perth's 40°C summers or Melbourne's cold winters.

**\erdict:** If your garage is attached to your home or used as a workshop, sectional doors' insulation
properties are a real advantage.

##Ht Security
**Both are secure — with the right accessories.**

- **Roller:** The curtain-in-guide-track design is inherently difficult to force open. Add a B&D; Auto-Lock
Kit for R1D (Roll-A-Door) or R1N (Roll-A-Door Neo) for physical deadbolt locking. - **Sectional:** Panel
construction with tracking system is also difficult to breach. B&D; Auto-Lock Kit GDL-100 V3 or
GDL-200 V2 adds physical deadbolt security to Panelift and other B&D; sectional models.

**\/erdict:** Both door types, when paired with B&D; Auto-Lock Kits and modern rolling-code remotes,
provide excellent security.

### Noise
**Sectional doors are generally quieter.**

- **Roller:** The curtain-on-barrel mechanism and slat-in-track operation creates more noise,
particularly in older installations. Regular track cleaning with mineral turps (never grease) helps. -
**Sectional:** Panel-on-track operation with nylon rollers is inherently quieter. Paired with a B&D; Smart
Pro Opener, a sectional door is the quietest combination available.

**\/erdict:** For attached garages, especially with bedrooms above, sectional doors with a Smart Pro
opener are the quietest option.

#i# Price

**Roller doors win on budget.**



- **Roller:** Entry point is lower. A B&D; Rollmasta with Power Drive opener is the most affordable
automated garage door combination. - **Sectional:** Higher starting price reflecting the more complex
panel, track, and hinge system. Premium options (Panelift Icon with Natural Finishes) reach
significantly higher price points.

**Typical price comparison (single door, installed with opener):**

| Option | Roller | Sectional | |---|---|---| | Budget | $1,400 — $2,200 | $2,000 — $3,000 | | Mid-range |
$2,200 — $3,500 | $3,000 — $4,500 | | Premium | $3,000 — $4,500 | $4,500 — $8,500+ |

**\/erdict:** Roller doors are more affordable at every tier. If budget is the primary concern, roller is the
way to go.

### Durability and Maintenance
**Both are durable — maintenance differs slightly.**

- **Roller:** Track cleaning is critical — use mineral turps or methylated spirits only. Never use grease
or oil. The curtain-on-barrel mechanism is mechanically simple with fewer moving parts. - **Sectional:**
More components (panels, hinges, rollers, tracks, springs) means more potential maintenance points.
However, quality B&D; sectional doors are engineered for long service life with minimal upkeep.

**Both types require:** - Regular washing (every 14 days for Colorbond/steel, more in coastal areas) -
Professional servicing per B&D;'s warranty schedule - Safety feature testing monthly

**\/erdict:** Roller doors have a slight edge on simplicity. Sectional doors have more components but
are perfectly durable when maintained.

### Weather Resistance
**Specialised products win in both categories.**

- **Roller:** B&D; Wind-Rated Roll-A-Door is cyclone-rated for the most extreme conditions. Standard
roller doors handle normal weather well. - **Sectional:** B&D; Storm-Shield and BAL-Maze offer
weather-specific and bushfire-specific protection that goes beyond standard doors.

**\/erdict:** Both categories offer specialised weather-resistant options. For cyclone zones, wind-rated
roller doors are proven. For bushfire zones, the BAL-Maze sectional is purpose-built.

## Quick Decision Guide

**Choose a ROLLER door if:** - m You have limited headroom or low ceilings - m You want to maximise
garage ceiling space for storage - m Budget is a primary concern - m You prefer simple,
low-maintenance mechanics - m You're in a cyclone zone (Wind-Rated Roll-A-Door)

**Choose a SECTIONAL door if:** - m Street appeal and design options matter - m You want insulation
(attached garages, workshops) - m Quiet operation is important (bedrooms above garage) - m You
want natural light options (Sheer Panel) - m You're in a bushfire zone (BAL-Maze) - m You want
timber-look aesthetics without timber maintenance

## B&D; Products Side by Side

| Feature | B&D; Roller Range | B&D; Sectional Range | |---|---|---| | Entry model | Rollmasta | Panelift | |
Premium model | Roll-A-Door Neo | Panelift Icon | | Wind-rated | Wind-Rated Roll-A-Door |
Storm-Shield | | Bushfire-rated | — | BAL-Maze | | Designer finishes | Colorbond colours | Natural

Finishes, Timber Look, Sheer Panel | | Best opener | Power Drive / Roll-A-Pro | Secure / Smart / Smart
Pro | | Auto-Lock | R1D / R1N kits | GDL-100 V3 / GDL-200 V2 |

## Still Not Sure? Let B&D; Help



The best way to decide is to see both types in person and get personalised advice from someone who
knows doors. Your local B&D; authorised dealer can: - Show you samples and finished installations -
Assess your garage dimensions and configuration - Recommend the best option for your home and
budget - Provide a detailed quote for both options so you can compare

**Eind your local B&D; dealer** at [bnd.com.au](https://www.bnd.com.au) or call **1300 133 944** for
expert advice.



