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Description:
Choosing the right roller door opener can feel overwhelming — especially when both options come
from the same trusted brand. The B&D; **Power Drive** and **Roll-A-Pro** are two of the most popular
roll...

Details:
Picking between B&D;'s two roller door openers doesn't have to be complicated — especially when
both options come from the same trusted brand. The B&D; **Power Drive** and **Roll-A-Pro** are two
of the most popular roller door openers in Australia, and while they share a family resemblance, they're
built for different situations. This guide breaks down everything you need to know to pick the right one.

## Quick Answer: Which Should You Choose?

**Choose the Power Drive** if you have a heavier or larger roller door (up to 300 kg), need to program
many remote controls (up to 64), want the longest warranty coverage (7 years / 20,000 cycles), or
simply want the most powerful opener in the B&D; roller door range.

**Choose the Roll-A-Pro** if you have a standard-sized residential roller door (up to 110 kg), want a
reliable and affordable opener with smart home capability built in, and don't need the extra power or
remote capacity of the Power Drive.

Both are excellent openers backed by B&D;'s reputation for quality — the difference comes down to
your door size, usage demands, and budget.

---

## What They Have in Common

These two openers share more DNA than you might expect. Both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro are
built on B&D;'s proven roller door opener platform, which means they come loaded with features that
many homeowners consider essential.

### Tri-Tran+ Security

Both openers use B&D;'s **Tri-Tran+ frequency-hopping technology**, which generates a new
encrypted code every time you press your remote. With over 4.29 billion possible code combinations,
this system makes "code grabbing" — where someone copies your remote signal to open your door
later — virtually impossible. It's the same security standard used across B&D;'s entire current opener
range.

### Safety Auto-Reverse

Safety is non-negotiable in an automatic garage door opener, and both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro
include an **automatic safety reversing system**. If the door encounters an obstruction while closing, it
automatically reverses direction, significantly reducing the risk of injury or damage. This feature meets



the requirements of AS/NZS 4505:2012, the Australian and New Zealand standard for garage door
safety.

### LED Courtesy Light

Both openers include an **LED courtesy light** that automatically activates when the door operates.
This is a practical touch that illuminates your garage when you arrive home at night or head out early in
the morning, giving you clear visibility without fumbling for a light switch.

### Manual Release

Power outages happen. Both openers feature a **manual release mechanism** that lets you disengage
the door from the automatic drive unit and operate it by hand. This is a critical safety feature that
ensures you're never locked in (or out of) your garage during a blackout or emergency.

### Auto-Close Mode

Both openers support **auto-close functionality**, which automatically closes the door after a pre-set
time. This feature requires PE (photo-electric) safety beams to be installed. Two modes are available:
standard auto-close (timer starts when the door is fully open) and safety beam-triggered auto-close
(timer starts when the beam is triggered, such as when a car leaves the garage). It's a great feature for
people who forget to close the garage — the door takes care of itself.

### Service Reminder

Both openers let you program a **service schedule** and will alert you with audible and visual
reminders when a service is due. Just like a car, regular servicing keeps your opener running smoothly
and maintains valid warranty coverage.

---

## Power Drive: The Heavy-Duty Performer

The B&D; Power Drive is the flagship roller door opener in the range, designed for homeowners who
need serious lifting power and long-term reliability. If you have a large, heavy roller door, the Power
Drive is built to handle it with ease.

### Key Specifications

| Specification | Power Drive | |---|---| | Motor Type | 24VDC | | Motor Power | 250W (1/3 HP) | |
Short-Term Peak Force | 800N | | Lift Force | 600N | | Nominal Force | 150N | | Opening Speed | 125
mm/sec | | Closing Speed | 180 mm/sec | | Maximum Door Weight | 300 kg | | Maximum Door Area | 18
m² | | Minimum Headroom | 57 mm | | Standby Power | 2.0W | | Maximum Motor Run Time | 40 seconds
| | Remote Capacity | Up to 64 remotes | | Warranty | 7 years / 20,000 cycles | | Operating Temperature
| +5°C to +40°C |

### What Makes the Power Drive Stand Out

The Power Drive's **800N short-term peak force** and **600N lift force** give it the muscle to handle
roller doors weighing up to **300 kg** — that's significantly more than most residential openers can
manage. This makes it the go-to choice for oversized single garage doors, double garage doors, or any
roller door that sits at the heavier end of the scale.

With support for **up to 64 remote controls**, the Power Drive is also well-suited to households with
multiple family members, rental properties where tenants need access, or situations where you want
dedicated remotes for different vehicles. You won't run out of remote slots any time soon.

The **7-year warranty covering 20,000 cycles** is the longest in the B&D; roller door opener range,
reflecting the Power Drive's premium positioning and B&D;'s confidence in its durability. For context, if



you open and close your garage door four times a day, 20,000 cycles works out to roughly 13 years of
use.

The Power Drive also features **soft start and stop technology**, which means the door accelerates
and decelerates gradually rather than jolting to life or slamming to a halt. This reduces noise, minimises
wear on both the opener and the door, and extends the overall lifespan of your garage door system.

### Compatible Doors

The Power Drive is designed to work with B&D; roller doors including the Roll-A-Door® range. Its 300
kg weight capacity and 18 m² area limit mean it can comfortably handle most residential roller door
sizes, including wider and taller custom configurations. The door must be well-balanced and operable
by hand with no more than 200 Newtons (20 kg) of force at the bottom rail.

---

## Roll-A-Pro: The Smart Value Pick

The B&D; Roll-A-Pro is a capable and well-featured roller door opener designed for standard residential
applications. It delivers the core features most homeowners need at a more accessible price point, with
one notable advantage: it comes **network-ready** with a Smart Hub already installed.

### Key Specifications

| Specification | Roll-A-Pro | |---|---| | Motor Type | 24VDC | | Rated Power Input | 220W | | Short-Term
Peak Force | 1400N | | Door Travel Speed | 125 mm/sec | | Maximum Door Weight | 110 kg | |
Maximum Door Area | 18 m² | | Minimum Headroom | 57 mm | | Remote Capacity | Up to 8 remotes | |
Receiver | Multifrequency, 64 × 4-button transmitters | | Warranty | 5 years / 10,000 cycles | | Operating
Temperature | +5°C to +40°C | | Network Connectivity | Network ready (Smart Hub pre-installed) | |
Rated Operating Time | 4 minutes |

### What Makes the Roll-A-Pro Stand Out

The Roll-A-Pro's standout feature is that it ships **network-ready with the Smart Hub already
installed**. This means you can connect it to the B&D; Smart Phone Control system without purchasing
or installing a separate Smart Hub — a genuine cost and convenience advantage over the Power Drive
for homeowners who want app control from day one.

While the Roll-A-Pro has a maximum door weight of **110 kg**, this comfortably covers the vast
majority of standard single residential roller doors. If your door is a typical single-car width and standard
height, the Roll-A-Pro has more than enough capacity.

The Roll-A-Pro supports **up to 8 programmable remote controls** through its standard coding
process, though its multifrequency receiver supports 64 × 4-button transmitter slots. For most
households, eight remotes is plenty.

With a **5-year warranty covering 10,000 cycles**, the Roll-A-Pro offers solid protection. At four cycles
per day, that's nearly seven years of coverage — well within the warranty period.

### Compatible Doors

The Roll-A-Pro is designed for B&D; roller doors weighing up to 110 kg, which covers most standard
single residential roller doors. Like the Power Drive, the door must be well-balanced and operable by
hand with no more than 200 Newtons (20 kg) of force at the bottom rail, and the maximum door area is
18 m².

---

## Head-to-Head Comparison



| Feature | Power Drive | Roll-A-Pro | |---|---|---| | Motor Type | 24VDC | 24VDC | | Motor Power | 250W
(1/3 HP) | 220W | | Peak Force | 800N | 1400N | | Lift Force | 600N | — | | Opening Speed | 125 mm/sec
| 125 mm/sec | | Closing Speed | 180 mm/sec | 125 mm/sec | | Max Door Weight | 300 kg | 110 kg | |
Max Door Area | 18 m² | 18 m² | | Soft Start/Stop | ■ Yes | — | | Remote Capacity | 64 | 8 | | Smart Hub
Pre-Installed | ■ No (optional kit) | ■ Yes | | Standby Power | 2.0W | — | | Min Headroom | 57 mm | 57
mm | | Warranty | 7 years / 20,000 cycles | 5 years / 10,000 cycles | | Tri-Tran+ Security | ■ | ■ | |
Auto-Reverse Safety | ■ | ■ | | LED Courtesy Light | ■ | ■ | | Auto-Close (with PE Beams) | ■ | ■ | |
Manual Release | ■ | ■ |

---

## Smart Home and App Control

Both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro support B&D;'s **Smart Phone Control Kit**, which lets you
monitor and control your garage door from anywhere using your smartphone. The app is available for
iOS and Android and offers a range of useful features:

- **Open and close** your garage door from home or remotely - **Receive alerts** if the door is left
open or encounters an obstruction - **Grant access** to multiple users with individual passwords and
access levels - **Review activity logs** to see who opened the door and when - **Schedule access**
for trusted tradespeople like electricians, gardeners, or cleaners - **Manage multiple doors** across
multiple locations from a single app

The key difference is in setup. The **Roll-A-Pro comes network-ready with the Smart Hub already
installed**, so you can connect to your home Wi-Fi and start using the app straight away (after
downloading and pairing). The **Power Drive requires the Smart Phone Control Kit to be purchased
and installed separately** as an optional accessory.

For homeowners who know they want smart home control, the Roll-A-Pro's built-in Smart Hub
represents a genuine saving in both cost and installation time. If you're not sure whether you'll use the
app, the Power Drive lets you add it later without paying for something you might not need upfront.

Both openers require a stable Wi-Fi connection in or near your garage for the Smart Phone Control
system to work reliably. If your garage is at the far end of your property, you may need a Wi-Fi
extender.

> **Note:** Openers manufactured prior to May 2016 may not be compatible with the Smart Phone
Control Kit. If you're replacing an older opener, check compatibility before purchasing.

---

## Battery Backup

Power outages are an unavoidable part of Australian life, and both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro are
compatible with B&D;'s **Battery Backup Kit**. This optional accessory keeps your opener running
when the power goes out, so you're never stuck outside (or inside) your garage.

### What the Battery Backup Kit Provides

| Specification | Detail | |---|---| | Approximate Cycles on Battery | 10 cycles | | Average Cycle Time | 40
seconds | | Battery Capacity | 2.3 AH | | Recharge Time | 24–48 hours | | Wire Gauge (Max Distance) |
18AWG, 3 m |

Ten cycles is enough for a full day of normal use (in and out, morning and evening) with some margin.
The battery recharges automatically once mains power is restored, taking 24 to 48 hours for a full
charge.



The Battery Backup Kit is a worthwhile investment if you live in an area prone to storms or power
interruptions, or if your garage is your only entry point to your home. Installation is straightforward and
can typically be done alongside the opener installation.

---

## Compatible Doors

Both openers are designed to work with B&D; roller doors, but the door weight capacity is where they
diverge significantly.

### Power Drive

The Power Drive handles roller doors **up to 300 kg** and **18 m² in area**. This covers virtually every
residential roller door B&D; makes, including larger custom sizes. It's also suitable for heavier doors
with additional features like wind locks.

### Roll-A-Pro

The Roll-A-Pro is rated for roller doors **up to 110 kg** and **18 m² in area**. This covers standard
single residential roller doors comfortably, but may not be suitable for larger, heavier, or custom-sized
doors.

### How to Check Your Door Weight

If you're unsure whether your door is within the weight limit, check the original purchase documentation
or contact B&D; directly. As a general rule, a standard single B&D; Roll-A-Door® in a typical garage
opening will fall well within the Roll-A-Pro's 110 kg limit. Wider openings, taller doors, or doors with
additional wind-lock features may push the weight higher, potentially requiring the Power Drive.

### Important: Door Balance

Regardless of which opener you choose, the door must be **well-balanced and operable by hand**
before the opener is installed. The maximum effort to move the door up or down from stationary should
not exceed **200 Newtons (20 kg of force)** at the bottom rail. This is a requirement of AS/NZS
4505:2012 and a condition of both openers' warranties. If your door is hard to lift manually, it needs
servicing before an opener is fitted.

---

## Installation: DIY or Professional?

### What's Involved

Installing a roller door opener involves mounting the drive unit to the door's axle assembly, wiring the
power supply, setting travel limits, programming remotes, and adjusting force settings. Both the Power
Drive and Roll-A-Pro require:

- A properly earthed **240-volt power supply** within reach of the opener - **Minimum headroom of 57
mm** above the door barrel - The door axle diameter must not exceed **35 mm** - A minimum **60
mm clearance** from the door curtain to the inside of the door bracket

### DIY vs Professional Installation

While B&D; provides detailed installation manuals for both openers, **professional installation by a
qualified technician is strongly recommended**. Here's why:

1. **Safety:** Roller doors are heavy and under spring tension. Incorrect installation can result in
serious injury. 2. **Warranty:** Improper installation can void your warranty. Professional installers
ensure everything is set up to B&D;'s specifications. 3. **Optimisation:** A professional can fine-tune



force settings, travel limits, and speed to suit your specific door, ensuring smooth and quiet operation.
4. **Compliance:** Australian Standard AS/NZS 4505:2012 sets requirements for automatic garage
door safety. A professional installer will ensure your system meets these requirements.

B&D; has a network of authorised dealers and installers across Australia who can supply and install
either opener. This is the simplest and most reliable way to get your new opener up and running.

---

## Frequently Asked Questions

### Can I use my existing remotes with a new Power Drive or Roll-A-Pro?

Both openers use Tri-Tran+ compatible remote controls. If your existing remotes are Tri-Tran+
compatible, they can be programmed into your new opener. Older remotes using different frequencies
or coding systems will need to be replaced. Your installer can advise on compatibility.

### How loud are these openers?

Both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro use 24VDC motors, which are significantly quieter than older
240V AC motors. The Power Drive's soft start and stop technology makes it particularly quiet during
door travel, as the door accelerates and decelerates gradually rather than starting and stopping
abruptly.

### Can I install PE safety beams with both openers?

Yes. Both openers support PE (photo-electric) safety beams, which are required for the auto-close
function. Safety beams are also recommended as an additional safety measure even if you don't use
auto-close, as they provide an extra layer of obstruction detection.

### Do I need the Battery Backup Kit?

The Battery Backup Kit is optional but recommended, especially if your garage is your primary entry
point to your home or if you live in an area prone to power outages. Both openers include a manual
release mechanism, so you can always operate the door by hand during a blackout — but the battery
backup is far more convenient.

### Can I control both openers with the B&D; app?

Yes. Both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro support B&D;'s Smart Phone Control system. The Roll-A-Pro
comes with the Smart Hub pre-installed, while the Power Drive requires the Smart Phone Control Kit to
be purchased separately.

### How often should I service my opener?

B&D; recommends servicing within **12 months of installation** (to allow for a new door to settle) and
at **regular intervals not exceeding 2 years** after that. Regular servicing maintains optimal
performance and keeps your warranty valid. Both openers include a programmable service reminder to
help you stay on schedule.

### Will the Roll-A-Pro work on a double garage door?

It depends on the door's weight. The Roll-A-Pro is rated for doors up to 110 kg. Some smaller double
roller doors may fall within this limit, but many double doors exceed it. If your double door weighs more
than 110 kg, the Power Drive (rated to 300 kg) is the safer choice. Check your door's specifications or
consult a B&D; dealer.

### What's the difference in closing speed?



The Power Drive closes at **180 mm/sec**, while the Roll-A-Pro closes at **125 mm/sec**. The Power
Drive also opens at 125 mm/sec, giving it a faster overall cycle time. The faster closing speed is a
practical benefit — less time with the garage door open means better security and less exposure to
weather.

---

## The Verdict: Which Opener Should You Buy?

### Choose the Power Drive if:

- Your roller door weighs **more than 110 kg** - You have a **double garage door** or oversized roller
door - You want the **longest warranty** (7 years / 20,000 cycles) - You need to program **many
remote controls** (up to 64) - You value **soft start/stop** for quieter, smoother operation - You want
the **faster closing speed** (180 mm/sec vs 125 mm/sec)

### Choose the Roll-A-Pro if:

- Your roller door is a **standard single door under 110 kg** - You want **smart home control built in**
without buying extras - You want a **reliable, well-featured opener at a lower price point** - You have
**fewer than 8 people** who need remote access - You want the **simplest path to app control** with
the pre-installed Smart Hub

### The Bottom Line

Both the Power Drive and Roll-A-Pro are quality openers built by B&D;, Australia's original garage door
brand. They share the same security technology, safety features, and build quality. The choice comes
down to your door's weight, your need for remote capacity, and whether built-in smart home
connectivity matters to you.

For most standard single residential roller doors, the **Roll-A-Pro** delivers everything you need with
the bonus of built-in smart capability. For heavier doors, larger openings, or situations demanding more
remotes and longer warranty coverage, the **Power Drive** is the clear choice.

Either way, you're getting a B&D; opener — and that means reliable, secure, Australian-backed quality
that's designed to last.


