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Description:

Living on the Australian coast means dealing with one of the harshest environments for building
materials — and your garage door is no exception. Salt-laden air, high humidity, and wind-driven spray
C...

Details:

Living on the Australian coast means dealing with one of the harshest environments for building
materials — and your garage door is no exception. Salt-laden air, high humidity, and wind-driven spray
can accelerate corrosion on poorly specified doors in just a few years. This guide covers how to
choose, install, and maintain B&D; garage doors for coastal properties, drawing on product
specifications, Australian Standards, and real-world performance data.

## The Coastal Challenge: Why Your Garage Door Is Under Attack

Australia's coastline stretches over 34,000 kilometres, and a significant proportion of the population
lives within a few kilometres of the ocean. For garage doors, the coastal environment presents three
distinct threats.

### Salt Spray and Atmospheric Corrosion

Australian Standard AS 2312 (Guide to the Protection of Structural Steelwork Against Atmospheric
Corrosion by the Use of Protective Coatings) defines corrosion zones based on proximity to the coast.
Properties within one kilometre of a marine environment fall into the most aggressive categories, where
airborne salt particles settle on metal surfaces and attract moisture, creating an electrochemical
reaction that eats through unprotected steel.

B&D;'s own documentation is explicit on this point: for areas located **within one kilometre of a
corrosive environment** such as salt air or industrial fallout, special care and maintenance are
generally required for metal products. This isn't a suggestion — it's a condition of maintaining your
door's performance.

### Humidity and Condensation

Coastal humidity regularly exceeds 70-80%, creating persistent moisture on metal surfaces even when
it hasn't rained. This moisture combines with salt deposits to form a corrosive film that works 24 hours a
day. Internal garage surfaces, particularly the top of a rolled-up door curtain that doesn't get washed by
rain, are especially vulnerable.

### Wind Exposure and Cyclonic Overlap

Many of Australia's coastal regions overlap with cyclonic wind zones. The northern coastline from
Broome through to Bundaberg sits within Regions C and D under AS/NZS 1170.2, where design wind



speeds can exceed 69 m/s. Even outside designated cyclone regions, exposed coastal properties face
higher wind loads than sheltered inland sites. Your garage door needs to handle both corrosion and
structural wind loads — not one or the other.

## B&D;'s Colorbond Steel: Built for Australian Conditions

At the heart of B&D;'s coastal-capable product range is *COLORBOND® steel by BlueScope**. This
isn't just painted metal — it's a multi-layered system specifically engineered for the Australian climate.

### The Paint System

B&D; garage doors featuring COLORBOND® finishes are pre-painted with a **high durability polyester
paint system** that is specially designed and tested for harsh Australian conditions. This factory-applied
coating provides consistent thickness and adhesion that site-applied paints can't match.

The COLORBOND® system includes:

- A metallic-coated steel substrate (zinc/aluminium alloy coating) - A conversion layer for paint adhesion
- A corrosion-inhibitive primer - A durable topcoat in your chosen colour

### Colour Range

COLORBOND® steel is available in over 22 standard colours, ranging from contemporary neutrals like
Surfmist® and Shale Grey™ to bold options like Monument® and Deep Ocean®. For coastal homes,
lighter colours tend to show salt residue less between washes, while darker tones can create a striking
contrast against coastal landscapes — though they may need more frequent cleaning to maintain their
appearance.

### Warranty Considerations

It's critical to understand the warranty position for coastal installations. B&D;'s warranty **does not
cover corrosion damage due to salt or environmental conditions**, particularly in corrosive
environments near salt water or with industrial fallout. This doesn't mean the product isn't suitable — it
means your maintenance commitment is part of the equation. Follow the prescribed maintenance
schedule (covered below) and you'll maximise the life of your door.

## Roller Doors for Coastal Homes

B&D;'s roller door range, built around the iconic **Roll-A-Door®**, offers several advantages for coastal
properties.

### Roll-A-Door® with Colorbond

The Roll-A-Door® is Australia's most recognised roller garage door, and for good reason. Its curtain
rolls up into a compact coil above the opening, keeping the door mechanism relatively protected inside
the garage when closed.

**Key specifications for coastal consideration:**

- *Panel material:** COLORBOND® steel with high durability polyester paint system - *Models
available:** Squareline™ Deluxe Roll-A-Door® (R1D), Firmadoor (R1F), Rolimasta (R1R),
Roll-A-Door™ Mini Warehouse (R1M, R1ME) - **Operation:** Compatible with Controll-A-Door®
automatic openers, with manual override when drive unit is disengaged

The roller door design has an inherent coastal advantage: when fully open, the curtain is coiled inside
the garage, shielded from direct salt spray. When closed, the smooth face presents fewer crevices for
salt accumulation compared to panelled doors.

### Wind-Rated Roll-A-Door® for Exposed Coastlines



For properties in high wind zones, B&D; offers wind-rated Roll-A-Door® configurations across Series 1,
2,and 3:

- **Series 1** features an optional Windlock system for enhanced wind resistance - **Series 2** is
designed for use in all wind regions - **Series 3** is designed for use in all wind regions

Wind pressure ratings vary by curtain width, material thickness, and loading direction, with tested
capacities reaching up to **1.9 kPa** for standard configurations. For coastal properties in cyclone
regions, the Series 2 and 3 options provide the structural integrity needed to meet building code
requirements.

**Coastal tip:** When installing a Roll-A-Door® in an exposed coastal location, ask your B&D;
Accredited Dealer about **stainless steel tek screws** in lieu of standard Class 4 finish tek screws. This
upgrade significantly improves fastener durability in salt-air environments.

## Sectional Doors for Coastal Homes

B&D;'s sectional door range, led by **Panelift®**, offers a different set of advantages and
considerations for coastal properties.

### Panelift® for Coastal Properties

The Panelift® sectional door operates by lifting in sections along overhead tracks, with panels
connected by a hinge system. Key specifications include:

- *Panel material:** 0.60 mm BMT (Base Metal Thickness) steel - **Panel height:** 570 mm per
section - *Maximum door width:** 5,500 mm - *Maximum door height:** 3,415 mm -
**Counterbalance:** Spring-assisted system - **Insulation option:** Insul-Shield™ with
graphite-embedded EPS material

For coastal homes, the Panelift® offers superior insulation options through the Insul-Shield™ system,
which can help regulate garage temperatures and reduce condensation — a genuine benefit in humid
coastal environments where moisture management matters.

The hinge system uses plastic support segments and interlocking sections joined by plastic pins, which
are inherently corrosion-resistant — a thoughtful design detail for coastal applications.

### Storm Shield for Wind-Exposed Coast

For the most demanding coastal locations — particularly in cyclone regions — B&D;'s **Storm Shield**
High Wind Sectional Door is purpose-built to handle extreme conditions.

**Tested wind performance:**

| Configuration | Inward Pressure | Outward Pressure | |---|---|---| | Doors less than 4 m wide | 2.92 kPa |
-3.37 kPa | | Doors greater than 4 m wide | 2.92 kPa | -3.04 kPa |

The Storm Shield has been tested to a target ultimate load of **4.04 kPa** in outward loading — a
punishing test that simulates the suction forces generated during severe wind events. It carries a **C2
wind rating** under AS/NZS 4505:2012, compliant with Region C terrain requirements under AS/NZS
1170.2:2021.

**Storm Shield structural details:**

- **Wind clips:** G450 steel construction, 150 mm wide x 235 mm long, with 2.98 mm true coated
thickness, each fixed with 8 self-drilling metal screws - **Steel abutment support posts:** Minimum 3.0
mm thick, 250 MPa minimum stress grade - **Maximum ultimate design abutment catenary force:**
18.5 kN per metre height for spans up to 5.5 m



The Storm Shield is certified for Northern Territory Building Code compliance and can be positioned
anywhere along the building envelope, including corners, provided site-specific wind pressures don't
exceed the door's rated capacity.

## Material Comparison for Coastal Environments

Choosing the right material is the single most important decision for a coastal garage door. Here's how
B&D;'s options compare.

### Colorbond Steel — The Coastal Standard

**Pros:** - Factory-applied multi-layer paint system engineered for Australian conditions -
Zinc/aluminium alloy substrate provides base corrosion protection - Wide colour range (22+ colours) for
architectural flexibility - Proven track record across thousands of coastal installations

**Cons:** - Requires disciplined maintenance schedule (washing every 14 days in coastal zones) -
Warranty excludes salt corrosion damage — maintenance is your responsibility - Scratches or damage
to the paint surface must be touched up promptly (touch-up paint available from B&D; dealers)

##H## Aluminium Options

Aluminium naturally forms a protective oxide layer that resists corrosion, making it inherently better
suited to salt-air environments than untreated steel. B&D; offers aluminium components in certain
product configurations.

**Pros:** - Superior natural corrosion resistance to steel - Lightweight, reducing stress on opener
mechanisms - Doesn't require the same intensive washing schedule as steel

**Cons:** - Can still suffer from pitting corrosion in severe marine environments - Typically limited
colour and style options compared to COLORBOND® steel - Higher initial cost

### Timber-Look Finishes

For coastal homes seeking a natural aesthetic, B&D; offers timber-look finishes that provide the warmth
of wood without the maintenance headaches of real timber in a coastal environment. Real timber
swells, warps, and degrades rapidly in high-humidity, salt-laden air. Timber-look steel finishes deliver
the visual appeal while maintaining the durability of the underlying COLORBOND® steel system.

## Opener Considerations for Coastal Environments

Your garage door opener is an electronic device operating in a hostile environment. Coastal conditions
demand extra attention to opener selection and protection.

### Moisture and Salt Protection

The B&D; *SmartPro** opener features a weather-proof enclosure rated to **IP24**, providing
protection from rain and splashing water. However, the unit should **not be sprayed by a hose or any
other water-carrying device** — an important consideration during coastal door washing routines.

Key SmartPro features relevant to coastal homes:

- *Smart phone control** for remote monitoring and operation (requires cellular and WiFi connectivity) -
*Network ready** with smart hub pre-installed for home automation integration - **Status indicators**
for door position, battery status, remote connectivity, and network status

In coastal environments, salt can accelerate corrosion on electronic contacts and circuit boards. Ensure
your garage remains well-ventilated to reduce humidity around the opener, and avoid directing wash
water toward the ceiling-mounted unit.

### Battery Backup for Storm Outages



Coastal storms frequently cause power outages, and being unable to open or close your garage during
severe weather is both inconvenient and potentially dangerous. B&D;'s **Battery Backup Kit**
addresses this directly.

*How it works:**

- Automatically activates when mains power is lost - Requires the opener's smart control board to have
been connected within 60 seconds prior to power loss - Will not activate if a fault was active before
power loss (safety feature allowing power-cycle fault reset) - Batteries reach maximum charge capacity
within 24-48 hours of connection to mains power

**Testing your battery backup:**

1. Activate the opener with OPEN or CLOSE 2. While the door is in motion, disconnect mains power —
the door should continue operating normally 3. Press OPEN or CLOSE again to verify continued
operation under battery power 4. Reconnect power while door is in motion — it should complete the
cycle normally

If the door stops or moves very slowly under battery power, the batteries may need recharging. Allow
24-48 hours connected to mains power.

## Maintenance Schedule for Coastal Properties

This is where coastal ownership gets real. B&D;'s maintenance requirements are more demanding for
coastal properties, and following them is essential for both door longevity and warranty compliance.

### Washing — Every 14 Days

The baseline recommendation for COLORBOND® doors in coastal environments is washing with
**clean water and a soft brush or cloth every 14 days**. This removes salt deposits before they can
begin the corrosion process.

**Critical areas to clean:**

- The full external face of the door - The **top of the door roll inside the garage** (for roller doors) —
this area doesn't get washed by rain and accumulates salt and grime - Door tracks and guides -
Weather seals and bottom rubber

For properties **directly on the waterfront or within 200 metres of the surf zone**, more frequent
washing is advisable — weekly or even after every significant storm event that drives salt spray inland.

B&D; puts it simply: **"When you think of cleaning your car, think of washing your door."**
### Lubrication and Mechanical Maintenance
A professional B&D; service should be conducted regularly, covering:

1. **Lubrication** of chain drive, tracks, wheels, and cable drum 2. **Tightening** of door mounting
points, bolts, screws, cables, and connectors 3. **Spring tension adjustment** to limit spring fatigue 4.
*Qpener travel limits and force margin** adjustment 5. **Safety component assessment** including
auto-reverse and photo-eye sensors 6. **Door alignment** diagnosis and irregular operation check

*Important;** Do not attempt door spring adjustments yourself. These components are under
significant tension and should only be serviced by experienced professionals under strict safety
procedures. Failure to maintain your garage door may void the warranty on your garage door opener.

### Seal Inspection

Coastal homes should inspect door seals more frequently than inland properties. Salt and UV exposure
degrade rubber seals faster, and compromised seals allow salt-laden air into the garage, accelerating



corrosion on the door's interior surfaces, tracks, and opener components.
## B&D; Products Ranked for Coastal Suitability

Based on KB specifications, material composition, and wind ratings, here's how B&D;'s range stacks up
for coastal applications.

### Tier 1 — Best for Coast

| Product | Why | |---]---| | **Storm Shield High Wind Sectional Door** | Purpose-built for extreme
conditions. C2 wind rating, tested to 4.04 kPa. The go-to for cyclone-region coastlines | |
**Roll-A-Door® Series 2/3 (Wind-Rated)** | Certified for all wind regions with COLORBOND® finish.
Compact coil design protects curtain when open | | **Panelift® with Insul-Shield™** | Insulation reduces
condensation in humid coastal garages. Plastic hinge components resist corrosion naturally |

### Tier 2 — Good with Extra Care

| Product | Why | |---]---| | **Roll-A-Door® Series 1 with Windlock** | Solid performer with optional wind
resistance. Standard COLORBOND® finish handles coastal conditions with disciplined maintenance | |
**Squareline™ Deluxe Roll-A-Door®** | Premium finish in COLORBOND®. Excellent aesthetics but
requires the full 14-day wash schedule | | *Panelift® (Standard)** | Great door, but without wind rating
may not suit exposed coastal sites. Best for sheltered coastal suburbs |

### Tier 3 — Consider Alternatives for Coast

| Product | Why | |---|---| | **Firmadoor / Rollmasta** | Budget-oriented models. While still
COLORBOND® capable, they may lack the premium finish options and wind ratings that coastal
properties demand | | **Flex-A-Door®** | Sliding overhead design with minimum 100 mm sideroom.
Functional, but more moving parts and tracks exposed to salt air means higher maintenance burden |

### Upgrade Essentials for Any Coastal Installation

Regardless of which B&D; product you choose, these upgrades should be considered mandatory for
coastal properties:

- **Stainless steel tek screws** replacing standard Class 4 finish fasteners - **Battery Backup Kit** for
storm-season power outages - **SmartPro opener** with IP24 weather-proof enclosure - **Professional
installation** by a B&D; Accredited Dealer with coastal experience

## Coastal Region Spotlight
### Sydney Northern Beaches (Manly to Palm Beach)

Moderate wind exposure with heavy salt spray, particularly for east-facing properties. Most homes fall
within one kilometre of the ocean. **Recommended:** Panelift® with Insul-Shield™ for sheltered
streets; Roll-A-Door® Series 2 for exposed headland properties. Fortnightly washing is non-negotiable.

### Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast, QLD

Subtropical humidity compounds the salt corrosion challenge. Properties north of the Gold Coast enter
cyclone-risk territory. **Recommended:** Roll-A-Door® Series 2/3 for northern Sunshine Coast; Storm
Shield for beachfront properties in cyclone zones. The humidity here means paying extra attention to
opener ventilation and internal garage condensation.

### Western Australia Coast (Perth to Geraldton)

WA's coast combines strong prevailing winds with salt spray. The Geraldton region and further north
fall within cyclone Region C. *Recommended:** Storm Shield for anything north of Perth in exposed
locations; Roll-A-Door® Series 2/3 for Perth metro coastal suburbs. B&D; has specific WA certification
drawings for Series 1 Roll-A-Door® in Region C.



### South Australia Gulf (Adelaide to Port Augusta)

The Gulf St Vincent and Spencer Gulf create unique conditions — warm, shallow water generates
significant salt spray, while summer temperatures accelerate corrosion chemistry. **Recommended:**
Roll-A-Door® with COLORBOND® in lighter colours (Surfmist® or similar) to manage heat and show
less salt residue. Weekly washing recommended for properties on the Esplanade.

### North Queensland (Townsville to Cairns)

Full cyclone territory with extreme humidity and salt exposure. This is Storm Shield country.
*Recommended:** Storm Shield High Wind Sectional Door with stainless steel fasteners throughout.
Battery Backup is essential given the frequency of cyclone-related power outages. Professional
maintenance twice yearly minimum.

## Frequently Asked Questions
### How often should | wash my garage door if | live near the coast?

B&D; recommends washing your COLORBOND® garage door with clean water and a soft brush or
cloth **every 14 days** for properties within one kilometre of salt water. Properties directly on the
waterfront or exposed to heavy spray should wash more frequently — weekly or after major storm
events. Remember to clean the top of the door roll inside the garage, as this area misses natural rain
washing.

### Does B&D; warranty cover salt corrosion on coastal garage doors?

No. B&D;'s warranty explicitly excludes corrosion damage due to salt or environmental conditions,
including proximity to the sea-front. This makes your maintenance routine critical — following the
prescribed washing schedule and using recommended fastener upgrades (stainless steel tek screws)
will maximise door life even without warranty coverage for salt damage.

### What is the best B&D; garage door for a cyclone-region coastal home?

The **Storm Shield High Wind Sectional Door** is B&D;'s top-tier product for cyclone-region coastal
homes. It carries a C2 wind rating under AS/NZS 4505:2012, has been tested to 4.04 kPa ultimate
load, and is certified for Region C terrain requirements. For roller door preference, the Roll-A-Door®
Series 2 and 3 are designed for all wind regions.

### Should | use stainless steel screws on my coastal garage door?

Yes. B&D; recommends using **stainless steel tek screws in lieu of standard Class 4 finish tek
screws** for highly corrosive coastal environments. Standard fasteners are often the first point of failure
in salt-air conditions, so this upgrade provides significant long-term protection for a relatively small
additional cost.

### Will my garage door opener work during a power outage in a coastal storm?

With B&D;'s **Battery Backup Kit** installed, your opener will continue to operate during power
outages. The system activates automatically when mains power is lost, provided the smart control
board was connected within 60 seconds prior to the outage. Batteries reach full charge within 24-48
hours. Without battery backup, you can still operate the door manually by disengaging the drive unit.

### What IP rating does the B&D; SmartPro opener have?

The SmartPro opener's control board is housed in a weather-proof enclosure rated to **IP24**, which
provides protection from rain and splashing. However, it should not be sprayed directly by a hose —
keep this in mind when washing your garage door in coastal locations. Avoid directing water toward
ceiling-mounted opener components.



### How do | know if my property is in a high wind zone?

Wind regions in Australia are defined by AS/NZS 1170.2. Your local council or building surveyor can
confirm your specific wind region and terrain category. Coastal properties are frequently in higher wind
categories due to exposure. B&D;'s Storm Shield doors are certified for Region C, while Roll-A-Door®
Series 2 and 3 are designed for all wind regions. Your B&D; Accredited Dealer can match the right
product to your site's wind requirements.

### |s aluminium better than steel for a coastal garage door?

Aluminium has superior natural corrosion resistance due to its protective oxide layer, making it
inherently more salt-resistant than steel. However, B&D;'s COLORBOND® steel system — with its
multi-layer paint and zinc/aluminium alloy substrate — performs exceptionally well in coastal
environments when properly maintained. The choice often comes down to style preference and
maintenance commitment: aluminium needs less washing, while COLORBOND® steel offers a wider
range of colours and finishes.



